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On Saturday, the 2ist of Febru-
ary, Spartan students were able
to reach out to the community,
voluntarily, in collaboration
with the New Hope Baptist
Church, Vieux Fort St. Lucia.

Arriving at the church at 8:30
AM, the student volunteers,
(first trimester students Nadine
Willie and Daniel Yousef, fourth
trimester student Tamelia Lak-
raj, and second trimester stu-
dent Sangyui Tani, who is to be
held responsible for the organi-
zation of the event), were
greeted with a line of locals ea-
ger to have their blood pressure
and blood glucose checked free
of charge.

This program has proven to
have important implications
and benefits. The community is
provided with free blood pres-
sure and blood glucose while
being served by a team of
highly motivated and hard
working individuals. The stu-
dents who participate also
benefit as they are given a
chance to utilize the medical
knowledge they have gained
with a unique and deserving
population. It is important to

note that in addition to medical 3§

experience, the students also
gain an opportunity to involve
themselves in the administrative
aspects of medicine. Finally, for
the qualified physicians who
help staff the clinics, it is an op-
portunity to pass on medical
knowledge and teach enthusi-
astic students.

The impacts of such clinics are
not only felt in the community,
but also in the student popula-
tion. An article in the American
Journal of Preventive Medicine
describes how students who par-
ticipate in a student-run clinic
are more likely to choose pri-
mary care residency specialties,
especially family medicine, com-
pared to other graduates.

Although this event was a great
success, the act of Spartan stu-
dents in reaching out to the
community by no means stops
here. In the making are bigger
and better community service
events as Spartan students con-
tinue to find more ways to
reach out to the local Lucian
community. Stay tuned for news
on future events!
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It has become the tra-
dition for students to
display their talents
and diverse culture at
Spartan during each
semester, at the multi
cultural event known
as Taste of Spartan.

For the Spartan Stu-
dent Association team,
this Cultural showcase is
not an easy task. It
took creativity, hard
work, dedication, and
collaboration of the
Spartan students and
staff, to impress and
ensure an enjoyable
evening.

Normally in atten-
dance are the Spartan
Administrators from
both the New Mexico
and New York offices,
staff members, stu-
dents, family, friends,
and of course or local
Lucian community.

On March 27", the
auditorium shunned
with its warm décor of
colors, diversified with
the array of the flags of
staff and students who
presently attend the
school. The evening
progressed with inter-
esting and delightful
sounds from individuals
participating in kara-

oke, while staff, student
and visitors mingled
and arranged them-
selves accordingly. Fol-
lowing shortly after was
a delectable dinner
prepared by staff and
students which con-
sisted of fried rice, lasa-
gna, chicken tika, jerk
chicken, potato balls,
breads, salads, and
dressings one would
have never even heard
of.

As the delicacies of sen-
suous cakes and ice
cream were being en-
joyed, the lights were
dimmed and the show-
case began. It com-
menced with a speech
from first tri student,
Victor Evbuomwan,
whom spoke faithfully
of Nigeria. When the
Nigerian presentation
was completed, the
curtains opened to lo-
cal St. Lucian dancers
whom then took the
stage as they floated to
the sound:s of the origi-
nal Lucian beats.

There were songs that
were beautifully sung
by Dr. Mervin Devonish
(staff), Sian Gray
(student), Melissa
(staff), and a first class
surprise performance
by Dr. Benjamin

Alemina (staff) whom
took the stage as a
Pseudo -Grammy
Award winner singing a
song by Craig David.
He could have been
easily mistaken for the
renowned artiste Usher.

The showcase ended
with the grand finale of
various presentations
from students of each
respective nationality,)
Bahamas, Cameroon,
Canada, Guyana,
Egypt, India, Jamaica,
Nigeria, Pakistan and
Texas, they shook the
stage with cultural
dance moves and cul-
tural facts.

The evening closed on
a high note and the
students departed to
continue celebrations
at the Kimatri hotel.

On behalf of the mem-
bers of the Spartan
Student Association
(5SA) a big thanks to
all individuals who
helped to make the
evening a success. The
co-editor and | will like
to say to you SSA you
did a fantastic job, well
done! Personally | can’t
wait to see what the
next trimester brings.
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